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UPPER OUSE WATER MANAGEMENT BOARD
Policy Statement on Water Level and Flood Risk Management

Introduction

Purpose

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

This policy statement has been prepared by the Upper Ouse Water Management Board (the
Board) to provide a public statement of the Board’s approach to its management of water
levels and flood risk within the Upper Ouse Water Management Board Internal Drainage
District (the District). The Board is constituted by order of Parliament operating under the
terms of the Land Drainage Act 1991 and is designated as a flood risk and coastal erosion ‘Risk
Management Authority’ (RMA) under the Flood & Water Management Act 2010.

The Board serves the local community by managing water levels in ordinary watercourses and
other water infrastructure within the District to mitigate against the risks from flooding and
drought. In delivering its functions the Board will meet its environmental obligations and
commitments and seek opportunities to enhance the environment. The Board recognises its
responsibility for good governance, local accountability and financial security, achieving value
for money from all its activities. As an independent public body the Board is committed to the
pursuit of economy, efficiency and effectiveness.

It should be noted that although this document refers to ‘flood and coastal erosion risk
management’ (FCERM) the District is not affected by coastal erosion or tidal flooding.

Background

1.4.

1.5.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has policy responsibility for
flood and coastal erosion risk management in England. The Environment Agency is responsible
for taking a strategic overview of the management of all sources of flooding and coastal
erosion. Lead Local Flood Authorities (unitary authorities or county councils) are responsible
for developing, maintaining and applying a strategy for local flood risk management in their
areas. Delivery is the responsibility of a number of flood risk and coastal erosion ‘Risk
Management Authorities’ (RMA), which includes the Buckingham and River Ouzel Internal
Drainage Board.

This Policy Statement sets out the Board’s approach to meeting the national policy aims and
objectives in this area, as stated in the National flood and coastal erosion risk management
strategy for England 2011 (the National Strategy); the statement will be revised to reflect
future revisions of the National Strategy. It summarises what plans the Board has in place to
manage water levels and reduce flood risk, whilst protecting and enhancing the environment,
and ensuring good governance and local accountability. Copies of this Policy Statement are
available from the Board’s office at: Vale House, Broadmead Road, Stewartby, Bedfordshire,
MK43 9ND. Digital copies can be downloaded from the Board’s website: www.idbs.org.uk
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2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

Aim

3.1

Governance and local accountability

The Board will ensure that its policies and procedures enable effective representation of and
accountability to drainage rate payers and the occupiers of non-agricultural land within the
District, including triennial elections in line with the requirements of the Land Drainage Act
1991, and timely engagement with charging authorities to fill vacancies in seats allocated to
appointed members.

Board members must take decisions objectively in the best interests of the Board and uphold
the ethical standards expected of public officeholders. Board members must adhere to the
Board’s Members Code of Conduct, including the seven principles of public life (Nolan
Principles). The Board will make sure that there is suitable training in place for board members
and staff, including on financial and environmental matters as appropriate.

Board members must declare financial and other interests relevant to their function with the
Board. Board members will recuse themselves as appropriate where conflicts of interest may
occur in relation to procurement, contract management and decision making.

Delivering the National Strategy’s policy aim and objectives

The overall aim of the National Strategy is to ensure the risk of flooding and coastal erosion is
properly managed by using the full range of options in a co-ordinated way. The Strategy states
that communities, individuals, voluntary groups and private and public sector organisations
will work together to manage the risk to people and their property; facilitate decision-making
and action at the appropriate level; and achieve environmental, social and economic benefits,
consistent with the principles of sustainable development.

Objectives

3.2.

The National Strategy sets out five objectives in pursuance of the overall aim as follows:

e understand the risks of flooding and coastal erosion, working together to put in place
long-term sustainable plans to manage these risks and making sure that other plans take
account of them;

e avoid inappropriate development in areas of flood and coastal erosion risk and being
careful to manage land elsewhere to avoid increasing risks;

e build, maintain and improve flood and coastal erosion management infrastructure and
systems to reduce the likelihood of harm to people and damage to the economy,
environment and society as well as achieving wider environmental benefits;

e increase public awareness of the risk that remains and engaging with people at risk to
encourage them to take action to manage the risks that they face and to make their
property more resilient; and

e improving the detection, forecasting and issue of warnings of flooding, co-ordinating a
rapid response to flood emergencies and promoting faster recovery from flooding.
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3.3.

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

5.1.

The Board supports the national aim and objectives for the management of flood risk and
water levels and the Board'’s policy and approach will be consistent with them.

Flood risk and water level management in the Board’s District

The District has been determined to derive benefit, or avoid danger, as a result of drainage
operations. As such the whole of the District is at some risk from flooding, but that risk is
managed wherever it is practically, environmentally and financially viable.

The Board makes decisions regarding flood risk within the District taking into account the
following:

e assets in place considering design standard and life;

e Environment Agency and Lead Local Flood Authority flood risk strategies, plans and maps;
and

e other information such as the history of flooding and land use impacts.
The following outlines the key details of the District:

e Total area of the drainage district: 37,543 ha

e Catchment area draining to and including the District: 204,809 ha
e Area of agricultural land: 29,463 ha

e Area of other (non-agricultural) land: 8,080 ha

e Board Adopted watercourses: 1,147 km

e Environment Agency Main River: 194 km

Assets for which the Board has operational responsibility are listed in an addendum to this
policy statement which will be reviewed/updated annually.

Assets within or adjacent to the District that are maintained by the Environment Agency are
listed in an addendum to this policy statement which will be reviewed/updated annually.

Building, maintaining and improving flood and coastal erosion risk management systems

Through the operation, maintenance and improvement of watercourses and other water
control assets within the District, the Board seeks to achieve a general standard of water level
management that enables the drainage and irrigation of agricultural land, reduces flood risk to
developed areas, and sustains environmental features throughout the District.

1t should be noted that the Land Drainage Act 1991 provides the Board with statutory powers to carry
out works of maintenance and improvement for land drainage and flood defence purposes, rather than
imposing a duty on the Board to carry out such works.
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5.2. The Board monitors and reviews the condition of its watercourses and other assets,
particularly those designated as critical, over-spilling from which could affect people and
property. Consistent with the resultant needs established, a routine maintenance programme
is in place to ensure that the condition of the assets is commensurate with the standards
required. The programme is reviewed periodically by the Board to ensure it is delivering the
appropriate condition.

5.3. Where standards are not at the desired level, improvement works will be sought where they
are considered to be practical and financially viable by the Board. Where improvement works
meet the criteria set by Defra, financial support will be sought from the Government’s Flood
and Coastal Resilience Partnership Funding. Where appropriate works will be undertaken in
partnership with other Risk Management Authorities and take opportunities to work with
natural processes.

5.4, Work for and by the Board will be carried out in accordance with best practice and to deliver
best value for money taking due regard of local flood risk management requirements and
strategies, opportunities for partnership working, environmental obligations and guidance
available from Defra, the Environment Agency and other organisations.

5.5. The Board’s powers to carry out water level and flood risk management works are permissive
(i.e. the Board (i.e. they are not obliged to carry out works) and their resources are limited.
The Board’s policy is therefore to designate the watercourses in the District as either Critical,
High, Medium or Low Risk and prioritise their resources to the appropriate maintenance and,
where necessary, improvement of these channels and associated structures. The
watercourses and structures so designated will change over time as necessary but the current
designated watercourses and structures are shown on the plan attached to this Statement.

5.6. Other watercourses usually are the responsibility of other bodies or the adjoining owners. The
Board will only take action in respect of these latter watercourses where resources are
available and where it is in all the circumstances appropriate for the Board to become
involved, bearing in mind the powers available to other persons or bodies.

5.7. The Board has a supervisory duty, under section 1(2)(d) of the Land Drainage Act 1991 over all
matters relating to the drainage of land in their District and will, under this duty where
appropriate advise others regarding the undertaking of works when it is not appropriate for
the Board to exercise its own powers.

5.8. The Board will also seek to ensure, where possible, that assets managed by other Risk
Management Authorities, which also reduce flood risk to the District, are maintained at a
satisfactory standard and may enter into a Public Sector Co-operation Agreement with
another Risk Management Authority to achieve better value for money when carrying out
work to reduce flood risk.

6. Regulation of activities - Avoiding inappropriate development and land management

6.1. The Board will take appropriate steps to help riparian owners understand their responsibilities
for maintenance, byelaw compliance and environmental regulations.
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6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

6.5.

7.1.

7.2.

7.3.

7.4.

7.5.

The Board will regulate as necessary, using available legislative powers and byelaws, the
activity of others to ensure their actions within, alongside, and otherwise impacting its
drainage system do not increase flood risk, prevent the efficient working of drainage systems,
or adversely impact the environment.

The potential impact on flood risk from future development, both within the District and the
wider catchment draining into the District, is fully recognised by the Board. The Board will take
an active role in the assessment of local plans, major development and, individual (planning)
applications, to prevent inappropriate development and land use to ensure that flood risk is
not increased. This will include, where appropriate, providing pre-application advice and
checking of flood risk assessments.

Where appropriate the Board will seek contributions from developers to cover the cost of
both immediate and longer term works necessary to mitigate against any resultant increase in
flood risk. Such contributions will be recorded in accordance with the National Planning Policy
Framework and associated technical guidance.

The Board will where appropriate designate structures or features affecting flood risk using
section 30 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.

Communication and transparency

The Board will publicise the local risks from flooding, the reasons for managing water levels
within the District and articulate the efforts being undertaken by the Board to manage water
levels and flood risk as well as the steps the local community and land managers can take to
assist in its management.

The Board will be open and transparent in its actions and decisions. The Board will comply
with the requirements set out in the relevant Local Government transparency code.

The Board will provide an overview of the objectives and costs of its water level management
operations by publishing on its website:

e Arecord of the watercourses it periodically maintains;

e A statement of the types of general maintenance activities it routinely undertakes and
why;

e Its Annual Report to Defra (IDB1 Form); and

Approved Board minutes and papers.

The Board will seek views and respond to enquiries from the local general public in this regard
and work with local partners to build a culture within which watercourses are seen as vital to
managing flood risk, and enhancing habitat and amenity. Every effort will be made to dissuade
abuse of watercourses.

The Board invites any comments regarding the condition of its system, which could assist with
the management of water levels.
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8.1.

8.2

8.3.

8.4.

9.4.

9.1.

9.2.

9.3.

Working together

The Board will co-operate and share information with other relevant authorities in the
exercise of their flood and coastal erosion risk management functions. The Board will
contribute to strategies, plans and consultations relevant to its catchment and functions.

The Board will assist the Environment Agency wherever possible in its provision of adequate
and cost effective flood warning systems, and assist Risk Management Authorities where
necessary during flood emergencies. The Board will participate as necessary in exercises to
develop and test emergency response procedures.

The Board has provided the Environment Agency and other local Risk Management
Authorities with information on the major flood defence assets for which the Board is
responsible. The information is available from the Environment Agency at Central Area,
Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire.

The Board will seek to work with all relevant local organisations, in carrying out its flood and
coastal erosion risk management functions and environmental obligations.

Environmental measures

The Board acknowledges its nature conservation duties and statutory obligations under the
Land Drainage Act 1991, the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the Protection of Badgers Act
1992, and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. We further operate in accordance
with the Environment Act 2021 —specifically regarding biodiversity net gain and local nature
recovery strategies—as well as the Water Environment (Water Framework Directive)
(England and Wales) Regulations 2017, the Eels (England and Wales) Regulations 2009, and
the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.

The Board remains committed to its duties under the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006 (as amended by the 2021 Act), the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries
Act 1975, and its role as a competent authority under the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2017. The Board will fulfil these requirements in a proactive and positive
manner to enhance the local environment.

Much of the Board’s watercourse maintenance work constitutes vegetation control and de-
silting and is often a vital and routine requirement. Whilst inevitably some short or long term
impacts may arise, this management is often essential to maintain the distinct assemblage of
aquatic habitat and species present in the District. Such work will be carried out in a way that
manages the potential risks to the environment. The Board has access to environmental
expertise from their Conservation Consultant and have a Biodiversity Action Plan, developed
according to ADA and Natural England guidelines, and a Conservation Manual which indicate
the way in which their functions can be carried out in a way appropriate to the environment
and how the environment can be enhanced. The Board maintain only a small proportion of
the total watercourse length in the District, the significant majority being the responsibility of
the adjoining land owners or of other bodies.

When carrying out work, be it maintenance or improvement, and consistent with the need to

maintain satisfactory flood protection standards, the Board will aim to:-
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9.5.

9.6.

9.7.

10.

10.1.

10.2.

e Avoid any unnecessary or long term damage to agricultural interests and to natural
habitats and species;

e Carry out the monitoring of any gains and losses of biodiversity and report annually to the
Environment Agency; and

e Take appropriate opportunities to achieve multiple environmental outcomes and work
with natural processes, wherever possible, including the enhancement of habitats and
water bodies within the District.

The District is situated within 4 national sites of designated environmental interest, these
being Tebworth Marsh Wetland SSSI, Huntingdon Racecourse SSSI, Flitwick Moor SSSI and
Fancott Meadows SSSI

The Board will play its full role in sustaining the Water Level Management Plans prepared for
SSSls to maintain, or bring sites into, favourable condition, in conjunction with Natural
England and other interested parties and review the plans in accordance with guidance.

The District has a large number of County Wildlife Sites and details of these are listed in an
addendum to this policy statement and will be reviewed/updated annually.

Approval and Review of this Policy Statement
This protocol was adopted by the Board on XXXX.

The Upper Ouse Water Management Board will review and update this Policy Statement as
and when changes to policies are made and notwithstanding within a period not extending
beyond five years.
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UPPER OUSE WATER MANAGEMENT BOARD
POLICY STATEMENT ADDENDUM — ASSETS IN DRAINAGE DISTRICT

BOARD CONTROLLED ASSETS

Inspection Regime and Emergency Works
The Board’s asset inspectors carry out a monthly check on a schedule of culverts, trash screens and
locations identified as being prone to blockage and flooding.

Alconbury & Ellington

: Stukeley Meadows trash screen
Sayer Street trash screen

St Germain Street trash screen
Stukeley Meadows culverts
Homebase culverts

u b WN -

Bedfordshire and River Ivel

1: Great Barford, Birchfield Farm Flood Bank
2: Great Barford, Green End Rd Flood Bank
3: Great Barford, Grill next to Green End Farm
4: Great Barford, Roadside Grill

5: Great Barford, Village Hall

6: Great Barford, Peashill Lane

7: Highfield Farm

8: Sunderland Road, Sandy

9: Girtford Flap Valve

10: Sandy Bridge

11: Beeston Pump Station

12: Saxon Gate, Biggleswade

13: Stratton Park, Biggleswade

14: Biggleswade F.C.

15: Kingfisher Close, Biggleswade

16: Brook St, Stotfold

17: Pix Brook New Cut, Stotfold

18: Letchworth Standalone Farm

19: Henlow Airfield, Hitchin Rd

20: Henlow Airfield, Windsock Site

21: Henlow Airfield, Defence Estates

22: Chicksands

23: Beadlow Bridge

24: Clophill Weir & Mill

25: Water End Fisheries

26: Stewartby Lake

27: Marston Playing Field

28: Kempston Interchange

29: Elstow Fox Covert

30: Etonbury Farm, Arlesey

31: Wixams Harrowden Brook

32: Wixams Village 1 Northern

32: Wixams Village 1 Southern

33: Wixams South

34: Wixams Bedford Road culvert crossings

[Upper Ouse Water Management Board]: Policy Statement on Water Level & Flood Risk Management

Page 8



35: RAF Cardington
36: A421 Master Plan Pond G

Buckingham & River Ouzel

Kickles Lodge Flood Bank, Newport Pagnell
Lakes Lane, Newport Pagnell
Caldecote Street, Newport Pagnell Flap Valve
Kingston Bridge

A421 Culvert

Amazon Warehouse Outfall
Amazon Warehouse Balancing Reservoir
Walnut Tree Grill

Belvedere Farm, Fenny Stratford
10: National Bowl Weir

11: Loughton Brook, Teardrop Lakes
12: Lodge Lake, Loughton

13: Blue Bridge

14: Stonebridge

15: Stoke Hammond Lock

16: Meadow Way, Leighton Buzzard
17: Eggington Brook FSA

18: Stanbridgeford Bridge

19: Honeywick Farm, Eaton Bray
20: The Rye, Eaton Bray

21: Cow Lane, Eddlesborough

22: Sluice, Slapton Lock

23: Ledburn

24: Shipton Bridge, Shipton

25: Three Bridge Mill Weir

26: Three Bridge Mill Sluice

27: Twyford Mill Sluice

28: Twyford Mill under house

29: Fringford Mill

30: Fringford Bridge

31: Stoke Lyne

LoNoUnREWNRE

In addition to this, during times of heavy rain and elevated water levels in the watercourses, the
Board’s contractors carry out additional checks on the system to ensure the network is free flowing.

During times of heavy rain and elevated water levels in the watercourses, the Board also carry out
emergency pumping at Beeston Green and Bedford Girls School as necessary.

The Board also advise and assist mill owners to control their sluices as necessary:
Flitwick Mill
Clophill Mill
Stotfold Mill
Taylors Mill
Astwick Mill

Reservoirs and Maintenance of Structures and SuDS
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The following reservoirs can store more than 25,000 cubic metres of flood water and are monitored
monthly by officers and inspected and maintained annually by the Board’s appointed Reservoir
Engineer, in accordance with the Reservoirs Act 1975.

Standalone Farm
Stewartby

Great Barford East
Great Barford West

The Board carries out annual maintenance of the following reservoirs that are currently not classed
under the Reservoirs Act 1975, although the reservoirs will be reviewed if modified or legislation
changes as proposed by the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.

Eggington Brook Flood Storage reservoir
Amazon SuDS pond
Marston Gate SuDS ponds

Sunderland Road, Sandy

Biggleswade East

Barton le Clay

Wilstead

Wixams Harrowden Brook attenuation pond
Wixams Village 1 Northern attenuation pond
Wixams Village 1 Southern attenuation pond
Wixams Southern attenuation pond

RAF Cardington balancing pond

Cardington Sheds pond 1

Cardington Sheds Pond 2

A421 Master Plan ponds G

Stotfold South Flood Meadows

Sheepwalk, Potton

Kings Reach, Biggleswade, phase 1

Kings Reach, Biggleswade, phase 2
Interchange Retail Park East if Ampthill Road flood berm
Arlesey Two Stage Channel

Henlow Two Stage channel

The following developments include onsite surface water management infrastructure that form

strategic and integrated Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The strategic and watercourse assets
have been or are due to be adopted by the Board for future management and maintenance.

Brooklands Phase 1 - SuDS adoption and increased maintenance on Broughton Brook.

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY ASSETS 2018

Ellington Brook:
e Ellington Common Weir (Franklin’s Weir)
e Spaldwick floodbank (between A14 and Thrapston Road)
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e Two-stage channel, Thrapston Road, Spaldwick to Staunch Hill, Leighton
Bromswold

Alconbury Brook:
e Two-stage channel from Racecourse access road to Al4
e Racecourse Gauging Weir and telemetry station
e Two stage channel and floodbank upstream of gauging weir.
e Gauging Station High Street, Alconbury Weston.
e Gauging Weir and telemetry station, Sawpit Lane, Hamerton

River Great Ouse:

e Bedford Flood Defences (walls, embankments, demountable flood barriers,
flood relief channel, flapvalves (5) and penstock (1)). Penstock is behind
BBC offices/Bedford College. All other assets are between Bedford Girls
School (Duckmill Crescent) and Riverfield Drive/Perkins Road.

e Bedford Gauging Station

e Cardington Canoe Slalom Sluice

e Cardington Lock

e Cardington Sluices

e Cardington Bypass Weir, Priory Business Park

e Castle Mill Sluices and Lock

e  Willington Weir and Lock

e Great Barford Weir and Lock

e Roxton (Tempsford) Gauging Weir, Telemetry Station and Lock

e Gauging Weir (1) & telemetry stations (3), Newport Pagnell

e Newport Pagnell Floodbank and Flapvalve (on Board’s watercourse Buc_S1)
e Gayhurst Weir

e Haversham Mill Gauging Weir & telemetry station

e Haversham Gauging Station

e Wolverton Weir

e Stony Stratford Sluice

e Stony Stratford Gauging Station

e Thornton Weir (may have been abandoned)

e Thornborough Mill Sluices, Gauging Weir and telemetry station

e Maids Moreton high level flood relief channels (x3)

e Bourton Mill Weir (Buckingham)

e Two-stage channel (Linden Village to Stratford Fields, Buckingham)

River Ivel and Tributaries:

e Tempsford Sawmill Old Lock Sluice and Weir
e Blunham Mill Old Lock Weir
e Blunham Gauging Weir
e Blunham South Mills Weir and Penstock
e Sandy Mill Weir (possibly riparian)
e Sandy Lock Corner Weir
e Flood embankments between Al and New Road, Sandy.
e Two-stage channel, Bells Brook, Biggleswade.
e Biggleswade Mill Weir and Telemetry Station
e Broom Lock Sluice
e Langford Mill Sluices
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e Langford Mill bypass Sluice

e Langford Mill Bypass Weir

e Arlesey Gauging Weir & Telemetry Station
e Stanford Lock Weir

e Shefford Mill Sluice

e Shefford Gauging Weir & Telemetry Station

River Ouzel:
. Newport Pagnell Weir (possibly riparian responsibility)
J Caldecote Mill Weirs (x2)
o M1 Gauging Station
. Willen Lake Telemetry station
. Two-stage channel, Pineham to H6 (Childs Way)
. Caldecotte Lake Telemetry Station
. Waterhall Gauging weir and telemetry station
. Orchard Mill Weirs (x2), nr. Stoke Hammond
o Paper Mill Weir, Stoke Hammond
o Grange Mill Overspill Weir, Old Linslade
o Garsides Gauging Weir & telemetry station, Leighton Buzzard
o Broughton Brook Gauging Weir & Telemetry Station (on Board’s

watercourse Buc_1).
Clipstone Brook:
e Cascade Weir (confluence of R Ouzel/Clipstone Brook)
e Floodbank upstream from Hockliffe Road
e Gauging Weir (disused)
e Gauging Weir & Telemetry station, upstream from Hydrus Drive (on Board’s
watercourse Buc_9)

Tongwell Brook:
e Gauging Weir and Telemetry Station

Other:
e Gauging Station — R Flit, Hollington Basin (w/c Bed_159)
e Gauging Station — Upper Gravenhurst (w/c Bed_151)
e Gauging Station — Gamlingay — Potton Brook (w/c Bed_85)

[Upper Ouse Water Management Board]: Policy Statement on Water Level & Flood Risk Management

Page 12



UPPER OUSE WATER MANAGEMENT BOARD
POLICY STATEMENT ADDENDUM — ECOLOGICAL SITES IN DRAINAGE DISTRICT

ECOLOGY - LIST OF DESIGNATED SITES

International Sites

None

National Sites

Site name Grid Reason for designation
Reference
Brampton Meadow TL192 720 A small species-rich meadow with plant communities
typical of calcareous clay pasture
Brampton Racecourse TL203 722 Extensive area of unimproved neutral grassland
within the floodplain of the Alconbury Brook.
Brampton Wood (bordering) TL180 701 One of the largest blocks of ancient woodland in

Cambridgeshire comprising wet ash-maple woodland.

Flitwick Moor

Flitwick Moor is the largest semi-natural wetland in
Bedfordshire with a range of swamp, mire with acid
springs, fen and mesotrophic grassland communities
with carr woodland and some drier wood. The site
contains a rich assemblage of notable vascular and
lower plants and fungi and is renowned for its
invertebrate interest.

Fancott Woods
and Meadows

Fancott Meadows are mainly ancient ridge and
furrow. The meadows exhibit a variety of vegetation
types chiefly dependent on the drainage conditions.

Tebworth Marsh

One of the largest base-rich marshes in the country,
containing a series of springs, unimproved neutral
grassland, a stream and swamp carr.

Dropshort Marsh

An area of quaking bog, marsh, and neutral
unimproved grassland this is a Wildlife Trust reserve.

Local Nature Reserve

Site name Grid Reference Borough

Flitwick Wood TL 023 348 Central Bedfordshire
Flitton Moor TL 056 360 Central Bedfordshire
Fenlake Meadow TL 066 489 Bedford Borough
Henlow Common and | TL 184 405 Central Bedfordshire
Langford Marsh

The Riddy TL 166 487 Sandy Town Council
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County Wildlife Sites

Description / Features

Site Grid Reference Relevant to IDB

Abandoned railway, North Chetwode | SP 632 303 Scrub

Apsleybury Wood CWS TL 117326

Arlesey Meadows CWS TL 188365

Biggleswade Common CWS TL 187463

Blue Bridge Pond SP 829 408

Bradwell Abbey SP 827 395 Neutral Grassland
Supports at least 0.05ha of
MG 4 grassland, a
population of Ranunculus

Brampton Flood Meadows TL 2169 lingua (rare in the county)
and frequent numbers of 8
neutral grassland indicator
species.

Bridge east of Leamington Cottage SP 814 442 Small River

Bridge east of Thornborough Mill SP 738 354 Large River

Bridge south of Newport Pagnell SP 878 438 Large River

Bridleway at Kings Bridge SP 703 288 Hedge with Trees
Supports an area of more

Bromholme Ballast Pits TL 229 707 than 0.1 ha with 2 or more
fen types.

Broughton Fields pond 1 SP 910403 Large Pond

Broughton Fields pond 2 SP 909 404 Large Pond
Type 10A standing water
body with 5 submerged or
floating species. Qualifies

Buckden Gravel Pits TL2168 as a habitat mosaic with
semi-improved grassland,
swamp, open water and
hedgerows.

Buckingham Canal SP 727 352 Canal or Wet Ditch

Buckingham Railway SP 709 310 Scrub

Buckle Grove CWS TL 085343

Cainhoe Lakes CWS TL 098378

Caldecote Lake SP 889 352 Large Lake

Cattleford Bridge, Thornton SP 742 363 Large River

Church Meadows SP 917 257

Clipstone Brook SP 945 260

Colworth Thicket SP 918 241

Cople Pits CWS TL 099493

Coronation Pit CWS TL 029433

Cosgrave Old Canal SP793 421 Disused canal

Deanshanger Gravel Pits SP772 389 Gravel Pit

Dogsmill Brook Meadow SP 783 417 Wet meadow

Eaton Bridge, Eaton Bray SP 964 203 Large River

Edlesborough Hill SP 985 190
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Site

Grid Reference

Description / Features
Relevant to IDB

At least 5 mature pollard

Ellington Brook Pollard Willows TL122 729 willows in association with
other semi-natural habitat.

Elstow Pit CWS TL 046457

Fancott Woods and Meadows CWS TL 025275

Field boundaries, Beachampton SP 760 368 Intact Hedge

Field boundary north of Richmond SP 828 284 Hedge with Trees

Lodge

Flit Valley CWS TL 058362

Flitwick Manor CWS TL 029338

Flitwick Moor CWS TL 048351

Footbridge at Mill farm SP 774 381 Large River

Galleon Aqueduct, Wolverton SP 803 415 Canal or Wet Ditch

Grand Union Canal south of Horton SP 932 190 Canal or Wet Ditch

Wharf

Grand Union Canal, Fenny Stratford to SP 883 335 Canal or Wet Ditch

Water Eaton

Grand Union Canal, Great Linford SP 859 420 Canal or Wet Ditch

Grand Union Canal, Great Seabrook to SP 932 170 Canal or Wet Ditch

Ivinghoe Locks

Grassland near Addington SP 741 273 Neutral Grassland

Grassland west of Lathbury Park SP 871 449 Basic Grassland

Grassland/fen near New Bradwell SP 828 406

Great Barford Gravel Pits CWS TL 120508

Great Barford House Grassland CW TL 138532

Great Linford Gravel Pits SP 846 431 Large Lake

Great Woolstone Churchyard SP 875 386

Haversham River Bank SP 839 435 GEOL

Hedgerow northwest of Merrymead SP 828 283 Hedge with Trees

Farm

Hedgerow south of Horton SP 929 182 Hedge with Trees

Hedgerow south of Slapton SP 929 201 Hedge with Trees

Henlow Park Woods CWS TL 190382

Hill Farm Pit CWS TL 193385
A site larger than 10 ha
supporting mature trees,

Hinchingbrooke Gravel Pits TL2171 scrub, hedgerows, marshy
grassland, swamp and open
water.

Hipsey Spinney CWS TL 030281

Holloway Hedge SP 707 345 Hedge with Trees

Holy Cross Churchyard, Slapton SP 937 206 Basic Grassland

. Broad-leaved  woodland,

Hopyard Spinney SP 613 290 wetland and scrub

Horwood House SP 797 295 Neutral Grassland

Kempston Hardwick Pit CWS TL 033450

King's Farm pond SP 879 285 Large Pond

Lady Wood CWS TL 127550

Langford Common CWS TL 182408

Loughton Lake SP 831 383 Small Lake
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Description / Features

Site Grid Reference Relevant to IDB

Lower Alders CWS TL 129389

Manor Farm SP 808 418 Neutral Grassland

Meadhook Wood CWS TL 063323

Meadow east of Fringford SP 612 292 Wet meadow

Millbrook Pillinge Pit CWS TL 006412

Millbrook Warren CWS TL 003374

Moulsoe Old Wood SP 922 424 Coniferous Woodland

Moulsoe Old Wood, Pond and Scrub SP 919421 Scrub

New Ouzel Channel SP 886 354 Large River

Norbury SP 712 299 Broad-leaved Woodland

North Bridge, Newport Pagnell SP 877 441 Large River

Oakhill Wood SP 812 357 Coniferous Woodland

Orchard Mill SP 885 308 Large River

Ouzel Valley SP 915 265

Padbury Brook south of Oxlane Bridge | SP 709 301 Small River

Padbury Brook, Three Bridge Mill SP 675 268 Stream

Parish Boundary Hedges, Wolverton SP 777 385 Intact Hedge

Pond at Abbey Hill Golf Course SP 12 392

Pond in Ouzel Valley Park SP 882 379 Small Pond

Pond in Ouzel Valley Park SP 878 381

Pool Spinney SP611 292 Wet woodland

Poplars Nursery CWS TL 022301

Poppyhill Pits CWS TL 182393

Priory Country Park CWS TL 069492

Priory Park Railway CWS TL 057492

Putnoe Wood CWS TL 066525

Railway Cutting north of Twyford SP 659 271 Scrub

Railway near Botolph Claydon SP 745 242 Neutral Grassland

Redland Bridge, Steeple Claydon SP 695 264 Small River

River Flit CWS TL 033339
A major river not grossly
modified with >0.5 ha S6

. _— swamp, >0.05 ha MG153

River Great Ouse (adjoining) TL37 grassland, Nymphoides
peltata and a breeding
nationally rare dragonfly.

River Great Ouse CWS TL 935533

River Ouse at Wolverton SP 812 422 Large River

River Ouse from Thornton Col to SP 756 368 Large River

Beachampton

River Ouse, Buckingham SP 718 343 Large River

River Ouse, Haversham SP 835430 Small River

River Ouzel SP 917 265

River Ouzel, A4146 road bridge SP 945 213 Small River

River Ouzel, Simpson Bridge SP 885 361 Large River

River Ouze!, Sparks Meadow to west SP 883 328 Small River

of Eaton Mill

Rivers Ivel and Hiz CWS TL 184431

Scrub by west side of M1 SP 848 447

Scrub near Claydon Park SP 711 256 Neutral Grassland
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Description / Features

Site Grid Reference Relevant to IDB
Scrub near Whistle Brook SP 940 193 Scrub
Sharpenhoe Grove CWS TL060311

Shillington Churchyard CWS TL 123339

Shillington Meadow CWS TL 119339

Simpson Churchyard SP 883 361 Neutral Grassland
Simpsonhill Plantation CWS TL 079371

South Lake, Addington SP 746 277 Small Lake

South Mills Pits CWS TL 157502

Spinney near Redhall Farm SP 779 282 Broad-leaved Woodland
Stanbridge and Blackgrove Woods SP 977 238

Stewartby Lake CWS TL 007422

Stoke Hammond Fen SP 875 283 Fen

Stony Stratford Water Meadows SP 786 410 Reservoir

Stream and Scrub, Swanbourne SP 785 265 Scrub
Swanbourne Lane west SP 810 267 Neutral Grassland
Swanbourne Park SP 798 269 Parkland
Teardrop Lakes SP 846 371 Neutral Grassland
Tebworth Marsh SP 982 290

Three Locks meadows SP 896 286 Neutral Grassland
Three-fields, Great Horwood SP 770 305 Acidic Grassland
Tongwell Lake SP 868 423 Large Lake

Upper Alders CWS TL 114388

Warren Wood CWS TL085371

Watergate Meadow SP 981 281

Waterhall Park SP 882 320

Waterloo Thorns CWS TL 181519

West of Threebridge Mill SP 668 269 Marshy Grassland
West Wood CWS TL 993625

Wet area south side of Lathbury Park | SP 875 445

Wet corner of meadow, Great SP 768 317 Neutral Grassland
Horwood

Wet meadow behind Seven Stars Pub | SP 674 267 Marshy Grassland
Wet meadow near Hill Farm SP 787 305 Marshy Grassland
Wet meadows by disused railway SP 725 281 Neutral Grassland
Wetland near Cold Harbour SP 849 360 Neutral Grassland
Whistle Brook SP 941171 Small River
Whistlebrook SP 942 203 Small River
Willen Lake SP 794 027

Willington Moat CWS TL 111501

Woodcock Wood CWS TL 026281

Wrest Park Grounds CWS TL 091349

Zwetsloots Pits CWS TL 157515
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